Purpose: Separate -and sometimes disjointed -systems of health and social care can no longer adequately meet the needs and expectations of increasing numbers of people who are living into older age, often with multiple, complex, long-term conditions, and who need joined-up, integrated services. The goal for integration of health and social care in Scotland, and therefore for this legislation, is to tackle these challenges, so that the balance of care shifts from institutional care to services provided in the community, and resources follow people's needs.
